ATTACHMENT A 




16. (Amended) An automated prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 

adjacently arranged pill dispensers, each operable to count out and dispense pills of a different 

\ ^ ^ 

pharmaceutical, computer control means (to store?a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 

different pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills,^aid computer control means} 

selecting the pill dispensers dispensing the pharmaceuticals specified in said stored prescriptions 

and controlling the selected pill dispenses to simultaneously count out pills from said p ill 

dispensers and sequentially dispense^ pills, skid computer control means stopping each pill 

dispenser from counting out and dispensing phis when the number of pills specified in the 

corresponding prescription have been counted out and dispensed, and label means to produce 

prescription container labels, said computer controlVieans causing said label means to produce 

prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein 

said label means produces said prescription labels one at \ time and will not produce a 

prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 

have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 




19. (Amended) An automated prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged pill dispensers, eabh operable to count out and dispense pills of a different 
pharmaceutical, computer control means to store a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
different pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, each computer control means 
selecting the pill dispensers dispensing the pharmaceuticals specified in said stored prescriptions 
and controlling the selected pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills from said p ill 
dispensers and sequentially dispense pills, said computer control means stopping each pill 
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dispenser from counting out an<Mispensing pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have b§en counted out and dispensed, a plurality of output hoppers 
one for each of said pill dispensers ^receive the pills counted out and dispensed by said pill 
dispensers, output snouts, one connected to each of said output hoppers, said computer control 
means including means to selectively pemiit the release of the pills from said output hoppers 
through the corresponding output snouts, said output snouts being arranged in at least one row 
and defining an aisle extending adjacent to and parallel to said row to permit an operator to have 
ease of access to pills dispensed through said snouts. 



21 . (Amended) A pharmaceutical pill dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers each ^erable to^tore^a plurality of pills to be dispensed in a supply hopper and to 
[count and] simultaneously count o\tt and sequentially dispense pills from the corresponding 




supply hopper, computer control means to select one of said dispensers and to operate the 
selected dispensers to count out and dispense a preselected number of pills, each computer 
control means maintaining a hopper quantity for each of said dispensers representing the number 
of pills in the hopper of such dispenser and reducing the hopper quantity of each dispenser by the 
preselected number counted out by such dispenser when the selected dispenser is caused to count 
out the preselected number of pills, said computercontrol means including means to provide an 
indication to an operator when the hopper quantity of one of said dispensers falls below a 

-w v 

predetermined minimum, and means to increase the hobper quantity for each dispenser when 
pills are added to the supply hopper of such dispenser by \e number of pills added to the supply 
hopper of a corresponding pill dispenser. 
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24. (Amended) A method of dispensing prescriptions [s] as recited in claim 23 further 
comprising printing a label for each of the prescriptions stored in said memory of said computer, 
said label containing the prescription information of the prescriptions stored in the memory of 
said computer, applying the printed labels to prescription vials and filling the labeled prescription 
vials with the pills counted out and dispensed by said selected dispensers. 




28. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescripti ons each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plural ity of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneous! 1 
count ou Ulle pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the numb er of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out. 



said comp uter controller controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentiallvdispehse the 




pills corre sponding to at least one ofsaid plurality of prescriptions, and label means to produce 
prescripti on container labels, said computer controller causing said label means to produce 

\ 

prescripti on labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein 
said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescripti on label for the next prescription\ntil after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser int\a prescription container . 

29. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
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controller responsivel v controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescripti ons each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 

V 

controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurali ty of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the numb er of pill\ specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out. 
said comp uter controller controking eabh of saiZplu^ dispensers to sequentially 



dispense the pills corresponding to\the plurality of prescriptions, and label means to produce 
prescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label means to produce 
prescripti on labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein 
said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescripti on label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container . 

30. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers , each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling said pluralitvW pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptio ns each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plural ity of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, sai d computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the number of pills specified in thexofresponding prescription have been counted out, 
said computer controller controlling^eachi of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 
dispense th e pills, each of the plurality oTpil^ different one of said 
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plurality of prescriptions^ and label means to produce prescription container labels, said 
computer controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 



31. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling saia plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said plurality of pill clispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controlle^stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the number of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, 
said computer controller controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 




dispense the pills responsive to a predetermined command or action by the operator, and label 



means to produce prescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label 
means to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored 



skid 



prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will 
not produce a prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a precedin g 
prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container . 



WASHINGTON 174278vl 




Attorney Docket No. 103864.1101 Serial No. 09/512,734 



32. An operat or assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each opera ble to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv contrblling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptions each spe cifying pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions an^controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out t he pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills whe n the number of pills specified in thexocresponding prescription have been counted out. 



said computer controll er controlling least one of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 



dispense the pills com prising one ofsaiapluralitv of prescriptions at a time, and label means to 

\ 

produce pr escription container labels, said computer controller causing said label means to 
produce prescription labels containing infonkation corresponding to said stored prescriptions. 
wherein sa id label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescription label for t he next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 

~ — " " """"t — 

33. An opera tor assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of p ill 
dispensers , each operable to count out pills of at least\ne pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsively controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptions each spe cifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting sai d plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescri ptions and controlling said plurality ofpill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, sai d computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the number of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out. 
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said computer controller controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 
dispense the pills com prising one of said plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means to 
produce^p rescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label means to 
produce p rescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, 
wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescriptio n label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container . 

34. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a computer responsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, said computer controller Selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensin g the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
sto pping each pill dispenser from counting out the pi\s when the number of pills specified in the 
correspon ding prescription have been counted out. said\computer controller controlling said 
plurality o f pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills corresponding to at least one of said 
plurality o f prescriptions, and label means to produce prescription container labels, said 
computer controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
informatio n corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescripkon label for the next 
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prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 



35. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 

dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 

processor and a computer responsively connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 

including at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of pill 

dispensers and storing a plurality or\prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 

and a number of pills, said computeAontroller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 

dispensing the pills specified in at leastWe of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 

\ 

plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
sto pping each pill dispenser from countings out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller controlling each of 

\ 

said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills corresponding to the plurality of 
prescriptions, and label means to produce prescription container labels, said computer controller 
causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to 
said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a 

\ 

time and will not produce a prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified 
in a preceding prescription have been received froil a pill dispenser into a prescription container . 

36. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a computer responsively connected to saicl plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of pill 
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dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, said computer controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers tsp simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
sto pping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription ha^e been counted out, said computer controller controlling each o^ 
said plurality of pill dispensers \o sequentially dispense the pills, each of the plurality of pill 
dispensers dispensing a different\me of said plurality of prescriptions, and label means to 
produce prescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label means to 
produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, 

\ 

wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispense\into a prescription container . 



37. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pillsVf at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a computer responsively connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, said computer controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
sto pping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller controlling each of 
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said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills responsive to a predetermined 
command or action by the operator, and label means to produce prescription container labels, 
said computer controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 



38. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a computer responsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, said computer controlleXelecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
sto pping each pill dispenser from counting out the ^ills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller controlling at least 

\ 

one of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills comprising one of said 

\ 

plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means to produce prescription container labels, said 
computer controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 

prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
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prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 



39. An operatdk assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a data 
processor and a computer responsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, said computer controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
sto pping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller controlling each of 
said plural ity of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills comprising one of said plurality 
of prescriptions at a time, and label meanlto produce prescription container labels, said 
computer controller causing said label meals to produce prescription labels containing 
informati on corresponding to said stored pre\eriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescripti on labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescripti on until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 

40. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers , each operable to count out pills of at leastWe pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers\and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
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each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, said controller 
controlling said plurality of pillVdispensers to sequentially dispense the pills corresponding to at 
least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and label means to produce prescription container 
labels, said controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pills specified iri^a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 

41. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispenser s, each operable to count out pillsVf at least one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill\dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill farmland a number of pills, said controller selectin g said 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills\specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescripti ons and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, said controller 
controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills 
correspon ding to the plurality of prescriptions, and label means to produce prescription container 
labels, sai d controller causing said label means to proVluce prescription labels containing 
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information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 



42. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and controlling saidpluralitv of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller stopping each\nll dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, said controller 
controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills, each of the 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing! different one of said plurality of prescriptions, and label 
means to produce prescription container labels, said controller causing said label means to 

\ 

produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, 
wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser intl a prescription container . 



43. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
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each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding^prescription have been counted out, said controller 

\ 

controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills responsive to 
a predetermined command or action b^the operator, and label means to produce prescription 
container labels, said controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels 
containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means 
produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the 
next prescription until after pills specified in apreceding prescription have been received from a 
pill dispenser into a prescription container . 



44. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at le^st one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensbrs and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 



ifie\ i] 



plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been\counted out, said controller 
controlling at least one of said plurality of pill dispensers to* sequentially dispense the pills 
comprising one of said plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means to produce 
prescription container labels, said controller causing said labe\ means to produce prescription 
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labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label 
means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label 
for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received 
from a pill dispenser into a prescription container . 

45. An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to c\unt out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one controller 
responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of prescriptions 
each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said controller selecting said 
plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, said controller stopping each pkl dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of 
pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, said controller 
controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills comprising 
one of said plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means to produce prescription container 
labels, said controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels containing 
information corresponding to said stored , wherein said label means produces said 

prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container . 



46. The dispensing system of any of claims 28-45. wherein each of said pill dispensers 
signals the operator to assist in dispensing the pills when ready. 
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47. The dispensing system of any of claims 28-45, further comprising a plurality of 
output hoppers one f or each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills counted out by said pill 
dispensers, output snouts, one connected to each of said output hoppers, said controller 
controlling the selective release of the pills from said output hoppers through the corresponding 
output snouts, said output snouts being arranged in at least one row and defining an aisle 
extending adjacent to and parallel to said row to permit the operator to have ease of access to 
pills dispensed through said snouts. 



48. The dispensing systeim of any of claims 28-45, wherein said plurality of pill 
dispensers sequentially dispense the pills into a bottle corresponding to one of said plurality of 
prescriptions. 

49. The dispensing system of Wiv of claims 28-45, wherein said plurality of pill 
dispensers sequentially dispense the pills \into a bottle corresponding to at least one of said 
plurality of prescriptions. 

50. The dispensing system of any of claims 28-45, wherein said plurality of pill 
dispensers sequentially dispense the pills into at\least one bottle corresponding to at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions. 



51. The dispensing system of any of claims 28-45, wherein said controller indicates to 
the operator when a hopper quantity of at least one of said dispensers requires refilling 
responsive to predetermined criteria and increases the hopper quantity for the at least one 
dispenser when the pills are added to a supply hopper of tjie at least one dispenser by a number 
of pills. 
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52. An operatonassisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable \o count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptions each specifying aV)harmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer 
controller selecting said pluralitvW pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills whe n the number of pills specifiecUn the corresponding prescription have been counted out, 
a plurality of output hoppers one for each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills counted out 
by said pill dispensers, output snouts, one\connected to each of said output hoppers, said 
controller controlling the selfctivese^^ release of the pills from said output hoppers 
through the corresponding outpu^snoutsCsaiq output snouts being arranged in at least one row 
and defini ng an aisle extending adjacent to and parallel to said row to permit the operator to have 
ease of access to pills dispensed through said snouts, and label means to produce prescription 
container labels, said computer controller causing said label means to produce prescription labels 
containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label means 
produces said prescription labels one at a time and Will not produce a prescription label for the 
next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a 
pill dispenser into a prescription container. 



53. An operator assisted prescription dispensing\svstem comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one computer 
controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and storing a plurality of 
prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form a\i a number of pills, said computer 
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controller selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously 
count out the pills, said computer controller stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pills when the number of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, 
said computer controller controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the 
pills corresponding to at least one of said plurality of prescriptions to the operator, and label 
means to produce prescription container labels, said computer controller causing said label 
means to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored 
prescriptions, wherein said label means produces said prescription labels one at a time and will 
not produce a prescription label for th\next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding 
prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 



54. A method of dispensing pills in a prescription dispensing system having a plurality of 
pill dispensers, comprising the steps of: 

controlling the plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills responsive to 
a corresponding plurality of prescriptions; 

controlling the plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills responsive to 
at least one of a predetermined command and anVction by an operator; 

receiving the pills counted out by each dispenser into a corresponding upper hopper; 

releasing the pills from said upper hopper into a corresponding lower hopper; 

positioning vials to receive pills from the loweft hoppers which have received pills; and 

releasing pills from the lower output hoppers int^> said vials. 
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55. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including^ supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems, 
said computer controller^selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems^) ^ 
simultaneouslycount .out the artifcle^and said computer controllerjcon trolling said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles. 



56. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including ^supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems 
and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller controlling each of said 

■ \ 

plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles corresponding to the 
plurality of dispensing descriptions. 



57. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsively controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems 
and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller controlling each of said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense t\e articles corresponding to at least 
one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions. 
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58. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles 
to be dispensed, at least one computer controller responsiyelv controlling said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems, said computencontroller selecting and controlling said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller 
controlling each of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles 
responsive to a predetermined command onaction by the operator. 



59. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsiyely controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems 
and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller controlling^ least one of^aid 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising one of said 
plurality of dispensing descriptions at a time. 



60. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems 
and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller controlling each of said 
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plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising one of said 
plurality of dispensing descriptions at a time. 



61. An article dispensing System comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one of a data processor and a\omputer respectively connected to said pluralityof 
dispensing subsystems and including \ least one computer controller responsivelv controlling 
said plurality of dispensing subsystems Aaid computer controller selecting and controlling said 

controller controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the 
articles. 



62. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems and including at least one computer controller responsivelv controlling 
said plurality of dispensing subsystems and storing a\)lurality of dispensing descriptions each 
specifying a number of articles, said computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality 
of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out tie articles, and said computer controller 
controlling each of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles 
corresponding to the said plurality of dispensing descriptions. 



63. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles 

\ 

to be dispensed, at least one of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said 
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plurality of dispensing subsystems and including at least one computer controller responsivelv 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer controller selecting and 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out the articles, and 
said computer controller controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially 
dispense the articles corresponding to at mast one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions, 
each of the plurality of dispensing subsystems dispensing a different one of the articles to the 
operator. 



64. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles 
to be dispensed, at least one of a data processor anci a computer respectively connected to said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems and including at least one computer controller responsivelv 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems anld storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said\omputer controller selecting and 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sirkultaneouslv count out the articles, and 
sai „ ~, ^ W ^n,., ftach ^ n „„ ali ,l f H^ n, <„ h ^ ,„ 
sequentially dispense the articles responsive to a predetermined command or action by the 
operator. 



65. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles 
to be dispensed, at least one of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems and including at least one computer controller responsivelv 
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controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a nuntber of articles, said computer controller selecting and 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out the articles, and 
said computer controller controlling atpast one of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
sequentially dispense the articles corresppnding to one of said plurality of dispensing 
descriptions at a time. 



66. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one of a data processor and a computer respectively connected to said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems and including at least oneyomputer controller responsivelv controlling 
said plurality of dispensing subsystems and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each 
specifying a number of articles, said computer controller selecting and controlling said plurality 
of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller 
controlling each of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles 
comprising one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions at a time. 



67. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 

\ 

controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 
count out the articles, and said controller controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
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sequentially dispense the articles £^rresponding to at least one of said plurality of dispensing 
descriptions. 



68. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 
count out the articles, and said controller controlling each of said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles corresponding to the plurality of dispensing 
descriptions. 



69. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one controller responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 
count out the articles, and said controller controlling each of said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles, each of\ie plurality of dispensing subsystems 
dispensing a different one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions. 



70. An operator assisted article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently 
arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a supplw hopper for a plurality of articles 
to be dispensed, at least one controller responsivelv controllin^said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems and storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of 
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articles, said controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to 
simultaneously count out the articles, and said computer controller controlling each of said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles responsive to a 
predetermined command or action by the operator. 



71. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one controller responsively controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions eacn specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 
count out the articles, and said controller controlling at least one of said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising one of said plurality of dispensing 
descriptions at a time. \ 

72. An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged article 
dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, 
at least one controller responsively controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and 
storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controller selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to simultaneously 
count out the articles, and said controller controlling each of said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising onaof said plurality of dispensing 
descriptions at a time. \ 
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